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the fact that it lies on the highway to India, and she could
not allow it to fall into the hands of any hostile Power, or
even agree that such a Power should have a dominating
influence over it. We cannot, meantime, enter into the
details of the circumstances which led to the present condi-
tions in Egypt or to the position which Great Britain takes
in them, but it must be admitted that, whatever may have
been the political reasons behind their action, the immediate
cause of the intervention of the European Powers and ulti-
mately of British domination was the determination of the
financiers who had lent money to the Khedive to get hold of
the economic resources of Egypt in order that they might
enrich themselves. They were successful in their efforts and
they have never relaxed their grip, with the result that the
resources of the people have been wasted and frittered away
in a manner which is almost without parallel in history.
Probably the British politicians were the unwilling tools of
the financiers. However that may be, when the true history
of the proceedings is published, it will afford another striking
illustration of the methods which the peoples of the West
adopt when dealing with those of the East,

The British occupation has been eulogised chiefly because
it has restored prosperity and order to Egypt, and no doubt
it has, in a sense; but with these blessings have come many
of the serious social and economic problems which accompany
capitalistic exploitation. Undei the guidance of British and
other European administrators great developments have
taken place in every department of national activity, and
there can be no doubt that the material conditions of the
country have immensely improved. The growth of nation-
alist aspirations in Egypt in recent years has also been
remarkable, and no doubt many reasons have contributed to
it Among these, the example of Japan has been not the
least important. Even the most ardent nationalists admit
the material progress which has been made and the improve-
ment in law and order which has taken place, and they are
grateful for the services which Britain has rendered ; but they